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GENERAL RULES 
Please also read the rules in each Division 

1. This Flower Show conforms to the standards established by National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. (NGC). The Handbook for Flower Shows 2017 Edition, Revised July 2020, July 2021, 
July 2022, July 2023. The handbook is online at: https://gardenclub.org/flower-show-school-
resources. The NGC Website  is the authority for all issues not covered by the schedule, 
which is “The Law of the Show.” 

2. The show is open to any amateur, providing he/she adheres to the schedule 
requirements. Each exhibitor is limited to one (1) entry per class, except the 
Horticulture Division. 

3. Advanced registration is required for all Design Classes. It is the responsibility of each 
exhibitor to read and understand the flower show rules. Questions should be 
addressed to the Flower Show Chairman or Design Entry Chairman. Once a reservation 
is made it is the responsibility of the exhibitor to fill that reservation or furnish a 
substitute for the exhibit, with prior notice and approval by the appropriate division 
chairperson. 

4. For Horticulture, exhibitors are encouraged to fill out entry cards in advance in pencil. 
5. Entry cards for Horticulture are available from the Entries Chairmen or from the General 

Chairman in advance or will be available at the prep room door. 
6. Entries will be received Thursday, May 16, 2024 from 2:00 to 5:00 pm, and Friday, May 

17, 2024, from 7:00 to 9:30 am. No entries will be accepted after 9:30 am on Friday.  
7. Entries must be removed on Saturday, May 18,2024, between 4:00 and 5:00 pm.  
8. Judging will take place between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm on Friday, May 17, 2024. The 

flower show will be open to the public from 1:00 to 4:00 pm on Friday, May 17, 2024 and 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm Saturday, May18,2024. 

9. The Classification Chairman for each Division checks exhibits for conformity to the 
schedule prior to judging, and initials entry cards to signify approval. Final 
determination for conformance is the judges’ responsibility (HB pg.24). 

10. The General Chairman and the Classification Chairman for each division are available 
during judging for possible consultation. They, along with the judges and clerks, are the 
only personnel allowed on the floor during judging (HB pg.25). 
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11. Awards will be given according to the NGC Standard System of Awards. The decision of 
the judges is final. Awards may be withheld if not merited (HB pg. 25). An accredited 
judge must sign and date each blue ribbon, 90+ and Top Exhibitor Award ribbon.  

12. There must be emphasis on FRESH plant material; no artificial plant material is 
permitted in any exhibit in any Division (HB pg.25).  

13. All properties must be marked with the exhibitor’s name. The show committee will strive 
to assure the safety of all items after arrival and placement but, is not responsible for 
any loss or damage to exhibits.  

14. The NGC Handbook and this schedule do not allow the use of plants listed on the 
Invasive Plant List and the Conservation List in the Design and Horticulture Divisions. 
See page 17 of this Schedule. 

15. Exhibitors are responsible for space reserved. If unable to exhibit, the exhibitor must 
provide a substitute for the exhibit with prior notice and approval of the Division Entries 
Chairman.  
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THE NGC STANDARD SYSTEM OF AWARDING 
The NGC standard system of awarding (HB pg. 25) is used in all divisions. 

Blue ribbon  - 1st place – Only one per class/sub-class; must score 90 points or more. 

Red ribbon  -  2nd place – Only one per class/sub-class; must score 85 points or more.                                                                                                   

Yellow ribbon - 3rd place – Only one per class/sub-class; must score   80 points or more.                                                                                                   
White ribbon - Honorable Mention; one or more as merited; must score 75 points or more. 

All 90+ exhibits shall be so noted, entry cards signed and dated by an Accredited Judge.  

National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) Top Exhibitor Award ribbons may be given to Blue Ribbon 
Winners in designated classes which meet the following requirements: Horticulture, and 
Design must have been awarded blue ribbons, scoring at least 95 points or higher, and must 
have met other specific requirements of the Top Award Ribbon offered as stated in 
Handbook page 40. The correct botanical name is required for a Top Award Ribbon in 
Horticulture.  

 

AWARDS  

NGC TOP EXHIBITOR AWARDS 

HORTICULTURE DIVISION I 

Award of Horticultural Excellence (HB pg.40) (Rosette of green, blue, and orange ribbons) 
Only one may be offered to the highest scoring  95+ blue ribbon exhibit in the Horticulture 
Division, provided that all general and horticulture rules and requirements are met. A plant 
must be identified by its binomial name or its currently accepted scientific identification to 
be eligible for any Top Exhibitor Award. Only Section Award winners, are eligible for 
consideration for this award  
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HORTICULTURE SECTION AWARDS 

Award of Merit (HB pg.41) (Rosette of orange ribbons) may be awarded to a 
correctly named blue-ribbon winner scoring 95 or above in Division I, Sections 
A, B, C, D, and I. Five (5) Award of Merit Ribbons may be awarded in this flower 
show.  

The NGC Arboreal Award (HB p 40) ( Rosette of  green ribbons) may be 
awarded to a correctly named blue ribbon winner scoring 95 or above in 
Division I, Sections E, F, G, and H. Four (4) Arboreal Awards may be given in 
this flower show.  

DESIGN SECTION AWARD 

Table Artistry Award (HB pg.43) (Rosette of burgundy Ribbons) may be 
awarded to a blue-ribbon winner scoring 95 or above. One award may be given 
for Division II, Section A, Classes 1,2, and 3. Minimum of 4 exhibits per class. 
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Horticulture Rules 

 
Division I 

 
“God Bless America” 

 
Eligible for Award of Horticulture Excellence 

 
 

The NGC exhibit policies are printed in the Handbook page 55. 
1. Horticulture entries will be received Thursday, May 16, 2024, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm and 

Friday, May 17, 2024  from 7:00 to 9:30 am. No horticulture will be placed  at any other 
time or date. No late entries will be placed or judged. 

2. Participation is open to all amateur growers. All entries must be fresh plant material 
grown by the exhibitor. All plant material must have been in the possession of the 
exhibitor the appropriate number of days (HB page 55). 

3. Plant material must be in its natural state and may not be altered by application 
(treatment) of oil, commercial ‘shine’ products, etc., that change the natural appearance. 

4. Only foliage and/or flowers naturally grown and still attached to the specimen are 
permitted in the flower Show. Unattached foliage is never included with a cut bloom 
specimen. 

5. In order to receive an NGC Top Exhibitor Award, the exhibitor must identify his/her 
entry by its binomial name or currently accepted scientific designation HB page 40 IIA 3.   

6. Entry cards are available from the Horticulture Entries Chairman, Claudia Green or from 
the General Chairman 

7. Entry cards are to be filled out in advance if possible, written in pencil. To  correctly fill 
out an entry card see HB page 27. 

8. Entries are first accepted by the Horticulture Classification Committee to insure proper 
identification. All entries will be placed by a Placement Committee member only. 
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9.Cut specimens must be displayed in a clear, transparent, glass bottles, supplied by the 
exhibitor. No plastic bottles may be utilized. Cut specimens should not have foliage below 
the water line except for  Gladiolus. 
10. Wedging ( a food-grade plastic wrap in the neck of the container to improve pose of the 
specimen) is encouraged and is supplied by the show committee. 

11. The Horticulture Classification Committee Chairman and/or General Show Chairman 
are free to subdivide classes by color, form, size, cultivar, variety, or other distinguishing 
characteristics (HB pgs.3-4). 

12. Exhibitors may make more than one entry per class if each entry is a different species, 
variety, cultivar, type, or color. 

13. The rules for single species, cut or container-grown specimens are listed in the 
Handbook page 27. 

14. If a plant is considered  a flowering plant, it should be exhibited as a flowering 
specimen. Foliage plants may flower but, should be exhibited as foliage plants if they are 
grown for their leaves. 

15. Specimens with a class designation in the schedule may not be entered in the ‘Any 
Other Worthy’ class. 

16. The Scales of Points for Horticulture are located in the Handbook pages 129 – 130.  
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Division I – Horticulture 
“Memorial Day” 

Eligible for Award of Horticulture Excellence 
 

Section A. “Red, White, & Blue”   
Blooming Cut Plant Material 

Annuals and Biennials 
Eligible for an Award of Merit 

 
Cut plant material should be displayed with 1 stem and a minimum of 2 leaves. Sprays 
should be displayed with a minimum of 3 blooming stems with 2 leaves on each stem. 
Class 1.   Antirrhinum majus    (snapdragon) 
Class 2.   Columbine 
Class 3.   Dianthus chinensis 
Class 4.   Digitalis      (foxglove)  
Class 5.   Impatiens sultana  
Class 6.   Papaver     (poppy)   
Class 7.   Salvia   
Class 8.   Vinca minor     (periwinkle) 
Class 9.   Viola tricolor     (Johnny-jump-up)  
Class 10. Viola x wittirockiana    (pansy) 
Class 11. Zinnia  
Class 12. Any other worthy flowering annual not listed above   

              
Section B. “Fireworks” 
Blooming Cut Plant Material 

 Perennials 
Eligible for an Award of Merit 

 
Cut plant material should be displayed with 1 stem and a minimum of 2 leaves. Sprays 
should be displayed with a minimum of 3 blooming stems without leaves. 
Class 13.   Aquilegia    (columbine) 
Class 14.   Begonia 
Class 15.   Dianthus    (perennial varieties) 
Class 16.   Echinacea purpura (purple coneflower) 
Class 17.   Gaillardia 
Class 18.  Gerbera jamesoni         (gerber daisy) 
Class 19.  Helleborus    (Lenten rose) 
Class 20.  Heuchera            (coral bells) 
Class 21.  Tradescantia    (spiderwort) 
Class 22.  Trillium 
Class 23.  Any other worthy blooming perennial not listed above. 
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Section C. “Parade” 

Blooming -- Bulbs, Corms, Tubers or Rhizomes 
Eligible for an Award of Merit 

 
One stem per container, no leaves. 

 
Class 24.  Hyacinthus    (hyacinths) 
Class 25.   Hippeastrum    (amaryllis) 
Class 26.   Iridaceae    (iris) 
Class 27.   Leucojeum    (snowflakes) 
Class 28.   Narcissus    (daffodils) 
Class 29.   Tulipa     (tulip) 
Class 30.   Any other worthy named specimen not listed above. 
 

Section D. “America the Beautiful” 
 Decorative Cut Foliage  

Eligible for an Award of Merit 
 
One stem per container.   
 
Class 31.   Acanthus    (bear’s breeches) 
Class 32.  Alocasia    (elephant ears) 
Class 33.  Asparagus  

a.  ‘Meyersii’ 
b. ‘Sprengerii’ 

Class 34.  Aspidistra                                                 
a.  Solid 
b. Variegated  

Class 35.  Crythomium falcatum  (holly fern) 
Class 36.  Cyperus alternifolius  (papyrus)   
Class 37.  Dryopterus erythrosoma  (autumn fern) 
Class 38.  Fatsia japonica  (fatsia) 
Class 39.  Hosta 
Class 40.  Dracaena   (mother-in-law tongue) 
Class 41. Any other worthy  specimen not listed above.  
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Section E. “Let Freedom Ring” 

Shrubs—Flowering 
Eligible for an Arboreal Award 

 
All specimens one stem per container.  Branch length must be at least 18” and not to exceed 
30” in length from the cut end to apical tip.  Each branch must have several nodes and an 
apical tip.  
 
Class 42. Abelia 
Class 43. Camellia 
Class 44. Chaenomeles                           (flowering quince) 
Class 45. Forsythia 
Class 46. Hibiscus 
Class 47. Hydrangea 
Class 48. Kerria japonica                        (Japanese rose) 
Class 49. Loropetalum 
Class 50. Osmanthus                               (tea olive) 
Class 51. Philadelphus                             (mock orange) 
Class 52. Rhododendrum                         (azalea) 
Class 53. Viburnum sp. 
Class 54. Any other worthy specimen not listed above 
 .   

   
              

Section F. “Picnic” 
Shrubs for Foliage; Broadleaf and Conifers 

Eligible for an Arboreal Award 

 
Class 55. Aucuba 
       a. green    
       b. variegated 
Class 56. Buxus     (boxwood)    
Class 57. Cleyera 
Class 58. Daphne 
Class 59. Ilex     (holly) 
Class 60. Juniperous sp.      (juniper) 
Class 61. Taxus                                            (yew) 
Class 62.Thuja                                             (arborvitae) 
Class 63. Any other worthy specimen not listed above. 
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Section G. “It’s A Grand Old Flag” 
Trees—Foliage 

Eligible for an Arboreal Award 
 
All specimens one stem per container.  Branch length must be at least 18” and not to exceed 
30” from the cut end to the apical tip.  Each stem must have several nodes and an apical tip.   

 
Class 64. Acer sp.                      (maple)  
Class 65. Cephalotaxus                              (yew) 
Class 66. Chamaecyparis sp                        (false cvpress) 
Class 67. Crataegus sp                                 (hawthorn) 
Class 68. Cryptomeria 
Class 69. Cupressocyparis                            (cypress) 
Class 70. Picea                                              (spruce) 
Class 71. Pinus                                              (pine) 
Class 72. Tsuga                                             (hemlock) 
Class 73. Any other worthy specimen not listed above. 
 

Section H. “Stars and Stripes Forever” 
  Trees with Flowers 

Eligible for an Arboreal Award 
 

All specimens one stem per container.  Branch length must be at least 18” and not to exceed 
30” from the cut end to the apical tip.  Each stem must have several nodes and an apical tip.   
 
Class 74. Cornus florida    (dogwood) 
Class 75.Cornus kousa    (Kousa dogwood) 
Class 76. Cercis sp             (redbud) 
Class 77. Malus sp     (apple, crabapple) 
Class 78. Prunus sp    (apricot, cherry, peach or plum) 
Class 79. Any other worthy specimen not listed above. 
 

Section I. “Bold Stripes, Bright Stars, Brave Hearts” 
Rosa (roses) 

Eligible for an Award of Merit 
One stem per container.   
 
Class 80   Hybrid Tea 
Class 81.  Polyantha or Floribunda      
Class 82.  Grandiflora 
Class 83.  Shrub 
Class 84.  Any other worthy specimen not listed above.    
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Design Rules 

Division II – Design “National Anthem” 

 

1. Any NGC member may enter a design in the flower show if all schedule requirements 
are met. Advanced registration is required for all design entries with the Design Entries 
Chairman, Martha Wolf (603-496-6001) by April 20, 2024.   

2. This Flower Show conforms to the standards established by National Garden Clubs, Inc. 
(NGC) and the Handbook  which is the Law of the Show.  

3. The NGC exhibit policies and guidelines are printed in the Handbook page 28. 
4. Exhibitor may enter multiple classes and guidelines are within the design division, but 

only one (1) exhibit per class.  
5. Each exhibit must be the work of only one (1) exhibitor and the exhibitor’s name must 

appear on the entry card. 
6. Design entries will be received Thursday May 16, 2024, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm, and on 

     Friday, May 17, 2024 from 7:00 to 9:30am. No entries will be accepted after this time. 

7. All designs must be removed by the exhibitor Saturday, May 18, 2024 between 4:00 and 
5:00 pm.  

8. All plant material used in the design must be identified on a 3” x 5” card, provided by 
the exhibitor and included with the entry card. Botanical and/or common names are 
acceptable. Plant material need not have been grown by the exhibitor. 

9. Fresh plant material is emphasized and may not be treated in any manner. Dried plant 
material may be treated. 

10. The designer, where required, must furnish staging panels, underlays and overlays.  
11. Exhibitors are responsible for keeping their designs in good condition for the duration 

of the show.  
12. If the designer is unable to fulfill the assignment, it is the designer’s responsibility to 

provide a substitute, and notify the Design Entries Chairman.  
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13. If a designer is unable to transport and/or set up his/her completed design, a substitute 
person may enter the exhibit for the designer. The designer may receive exhibiting 
credit if needed (permitted only for completed design) 

14. Artificial flowers, fruits, vegetables, and foliage are  prohibited. Landscapes or scenes 
are prohibited. (HB pp 80 – 81)  No cut fruits, vegetables, or prepared foods are allowed.   

15. For things permitted in all design classes unless prohibited by the schedule see the 
Handbook  pp 80 – 81. 

16. The exhibitor is required to conform to the stated descriptions and limitations of the 
design type if named in the class (HB pg.29).  

17. Designer is on his/her honor that the design being entered has not been previously 
entered or judged in a NGC Standard Flower Show (HB pg.137). 

18. The use of any part or parts of plants, on the South Carolina Conservation and Invasive 
Plant list are prohibited. See pages 17-19 in this schedule. 

19. The committee will endeavor to protect all designs but cannot be responsible for loss or 
damage to the designer’s property. 

20. Rules for design types, advanced design types, table designs and table appointments are 
printed in the Handbook page29. 

21. Rules for Design Types, Advanced Design Types, Table Designs and Table Appointments 
are printed in the Handbook page 73-79. 

22. The American flag is not permitted to be used within a design.  
23. .Designer is on his/her honor that the design being entered has not been previously           

entered or judged in an NGC Flower Show.  
24. Plant material and non-plant material permitted and not permitted in the Design 

Division are printed in the Handbook pages 80-81.  
25. .The Scales of Points for Designs are listed in the Handbook page 130.  
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Division II -Design 
“National Anthem” 

 
Section A. “The Star Spangled Banner” 

Table Designs 
Table Artistry Award  

 
Designs in this section will be Table Designs. (HB pgs. 76-77) Designs must relate to the 
service of food. No food is permitted. No serving utensils or flatware is to be used. The 
designer has complete freedom to choose plant material, fresh and/or dried. 
 
Class 1 “Dawn’s Early Light “                                         4 entries          
Functional Tray for one (HB p 76)  staged on a wooden tray (medium oak stain finish) 14 
3/4”w X 11”d with 1 1/2“ lip  and black iron handles furnished by the show committee. 
Trays will be staged on 8’ table covered with white tablecloths. A decorative unit (floral 
design) must be included, stable and in proportion to the one(1) place setting. 
 
Class 2  “Rocket’s Red Glare”                                          4 entries           
Functional Table for two (HB p 76)staged on standard card table 32” X 32” draped with a 
white cloth provided by the show committee. The decorative unit must be proportional to 
the table. Overlays are encouraged. Viewed from all sides but judged from the front. 
 
Class 3 Twilight’s Last Gleaming”                                   4 entries 
Exhibition Table (HB p 76) Creative Design not meant to be functional. Staged on 7’ tables 
covered in white tablecloths. Design space is 34”w  X 30” d X 48’ h. Designers must furnish 
an underlay, 34”w X 30”d and a staging panel 34”w X 48”h. The staging panel may be  
incorporated. Battery operated lights or candles are optional. A decorative unit is required. 
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Conservation List of Endangered and Threatened Plants 
 

Adopted by Garden Club of South Carolina January 26, 2017 
 

These plant materials may only be used in flower shows for educational exhibits and should never 
be collected from the wild. 
 
 
 

Amaranthus pumilis (seaside amaranth) 
Amphianthus pusillus (little amphianthus) 

Echinacea laevigata (smooth purple coneflower) 
Helianthus schweinitzii (Schweintz’s sunflower) 

Helonias bullata (swamp pink) 
Hexastylis naniflora (dwarf flower heartleaf) 
Isotria medioloides (small whorled pogonia) 

Lindera melissifolia (southern spicebush) 
Lysimachia asperulifolia (roughleaf loosestrife) 

Oxypolis canbyi (Canby’s cowbane) 
Ptilimnium nodosum (piedmont bishopweed) 

Rhus michauxii (false poison sumac) 
Ribes echinellum (Miccosukee gooseberry) 
Sagittaria fasciculata (bunched arrowhead) 

Sarracenia rubra (Jones’ pitcherplant) 
Schwalbea americana (chaffseed) 

Sisyrinchium dichotomum (blue-eyed grass) 
Trillium persistens (persistent wakerobin) 

Trillium reliquum (Confederate wakerobin) 
 

Uniola paniculota (sea oats) are protected by the State of SC
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Showy Rattlebox (Crotalaria spectabilis) 
Wart Removing Herb (Murdannia keisak) 
Tropical Soda Apple (Solanum viarum) 
 
Grasses: 
Bahiagrass (Paspalum notatum)  
Dallisgrass (Paspalum dilatatum) 
Chinese Silvergrass (Miscanthus sinensis) 
Cogongrass (Imperata cylindrica)  
Giant Reed (Arundo donax) 
Golden Bamboo (Phyllostachys aurea) 
Itchgrass (Rottboellia cochinchinensis) 
Japanese Stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) 
Johnsongrass (Sorghum halepense) 
Phragmites (Phragmites australis) 
Tall Fescue (Festuca arundinacea) 
Torpedograss (Panicum repens)  
Vaseygrass (Paspalum urvillei) 
Weeping Lovegrass (Eragrostis curvula) 

 
Aquatic: 
Crested Floating Heart (Nymphoides cristata) 


